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Door Alarms and Surveillance Policy and Guidance  

Heysham House does not have any electronic surveillance cameras (CCTV) 
situated either internally or externally; we do however have magnetic sensors 
connected internally to the young people’s bedroom doors.   

When activated the alarm sounds discreetly in the staff sleeping in room and 
also activates a visual display panel indicating which bedroom door has been 
opened.  

This allows staff on duty to know if a young person has left their room, entered 
another child’s room or is attempting to leave the building. This is a  
Safeguarding mechanism to reduce any possible risk of harm to the children,  
From each other or from themselves (through sexualised behaviour, bullying  
Or absconding) and maintain building security. No other form of individual 
Electronic surveillance equipment is used with children unless this is required 
as the result of a court imposed order.  
  

It is also possible to set a delay from the time the door is opened to when the 
alarm will activate. This can allow a young person to leave their room for a  

short period, for example to go to the bathroom, before the alarm will sound.  

The decision to activate a young person’s bedroom door alarm will be taken 
in consultation with the young person, the young person’s local authority, their 
parents (if appropriate) or those with PR (if appropriate).  

The decision will be based on the known risks that the young person poses, both 
to themselves and others, alarms will be used as sensitively as possible and will 
be proportionate to the likelihood of risk identified.  

Each young person will have a risk assessment carried out which will determine 
if the use of door sensors is to be part of their Care Programme, the reason why 
it is felt necessary, whether or not the delay function will be activated and the 
duration of any delay agreed necessary.  

Likewise a decision not to use the door sensor option in respect of a young 
person will also be risk assessed and the reasons it is not felt necessary 
recorded. 
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Heysham House will undertake any such risk assessments with regards to 
respecting young people’s privacy and their duty to prevent harm to them 
and others on site.  

Door alarms will be switched off at all times other than those identified by the 
risk assessment and staff will ensure they are only used when necessary to 
safeguard and promote a young person's welfare.  

All risk assessments will be reviewed and updated on a regular basis within 
each individuals agreed plan of care, and immediately there is any concern 
arising from any incident or occurrence, and will only be seen as acceptable 
practice when they are operated within organisational policy, guidance and 
risk assessment.  
  
  

  

  

    

    
  
  
  
  
  
  


